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- The John Birch Controversy . .

iite an unusual stir has been
reated in recent days over an or-
wanization called the Jobn Birch So-
«irty. The controversy concerning this
organization has been full of paradoxes
and contradictions. |

Basic in any discussion of -the Johs
Birch Society is the fact that ita stated)’
purpose of anti-Coramunism s good, ..

- that many among tha grass roats level

of participation are sound and sub-

stantial patriots—cbut.that the founder
and national leader, of the group, Bob-,
_ert Welch of Belmont, Mdss., has been -
- guilty of ' &ktremism, bsd. judgment
. and statemeénts so frratiopal as to be
: termed downright wacky. . *
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" The chief tunction of the'John Birch

. Society seems to hayerbeen & study
© of political issues through' &iscussion’
. and reading of soclety llteraturs pre-

- pared and distributeq under Welch's .
© direction, then- the- writing :of lettors
' to members of, Congress, Aswsphpers:
* and others jn support ‘of ‘a'tonserva-,
** tive point of-view, Wa

. 'What gave’ groupd«for the Eevere
. eriticism the Johy, B \h:{gpqléty has
" recently received = wére < statements

.. made by Welch -concerging. snch peo-:
| i
the

" ple as President_Elaethﬁﬂ . the

. John Foster Dulles, Allen Dullés,

. Central Intelligence Agency” héad, end
others. The stateinents by Welch
charged these individuals with belng
a variety of Communist tools. The
statements, Welch says, were made
for private and strictly limited dls-
tribution. That they were made’ at all
seems indefensible, irrational, vicidus
and stupid.

. While there is no justitication for
thege statements by Welch, those try-
’mi to evaluate the controversy sur-
‘rohinding the John.. Birch Society. .
should note that the statements are

“nat endorsed by the kbeiety. The so-
ciety cannot escape the fact, however,
that the same Welch who made the
ridiculous charges is the Welch who
i leading the John Birch effort.

But the timing of the attack o
Welch is quite significant. Weleh, like
anyone else, deserves to be called up

«hort for irreaponsible statements.
But hie rtatements were not made
eniy  verterday. They pre-date the
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stir been created oyér them g'ﬂg;%;.m,‘
" cent weeks? Eixaminationiof the situas

1961, A short time
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founding of the John'Birch éqelaty- in
1958, and that thp§ were madtes '§
long been known. ;Vhy ’

tion seems to g4tablish aapggygrxf;jgf‘ﬁ ;“i !
Only recently, the. John; Bjrg 5@-
ciety has ‘ret 11{3:1:&{1:.:“:3&:1 -attention ..
by launching’. gt ?tﬁbltl!ﬁ_ it
gram—a campaigu - or{&?l{,
ment of Supreme Gouxk.fhief,
Earl Warren on g _m{; 1
violated the Constitutibniin:

the rulings of the lﬁn’,m

o

of the campaign
much. based on
for impeachment
ag it is based onit!
making the effort;thp
succeed in calling tu he At
the American people the Aveeses
stitutiona]l an motinist < fa i
rulings by theg,(;ouit,f:"‘f,‘%.» 5%:‘"
As this anti-Warren campaign was
beginning to gain-momentum, & strong &
attack on the Johr Birch Soclety ap-
peared in a West' Cgmﬁ putification’§
called People's World, which has been }
reported in the Congressionagl Record
to have been labeled by the research A
staff of the Senate Internal Securlfy Y-
Subcommittee as ‘the. offigial organ X
of the Communjst Party on:the Westi\
Coast. ‘THe Péople’s World article ats |
tacking the saciety appeared Feb.j,gs,;
‘ater, similar mae,f
terial “appeared. in s national: newsy
magazine, Then a senator inserted {t gy
in the Uongressional Record. 4t ‘was W«
picked up by several newspipéfp. And N
then ths current furor 8
Joht Birch Soclety began to
large proportions’ "~ v HF
Because the Johp Blrch &g
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John ° Bir¢h' Socisty
‘hat {t be subjected to
nvestigation. Now Wel
miade such a suggestion,
vould be a proper way
nil facts on both =il
:tem before the Amey
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